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best of both waorkds, the Powercal sdea
ceritred asound 3 party platianm, Dul
the probdem was ather people liked it
too - Lo [he point wisene one extremely

perstent gemtheman firwally ok ks wary
and ended wp aening Shae™ new "iRBop
haick

Realising ke wad mayhe ohlo & Qo0
thirg with this concept that went one
better than what was avaslabie on Ehe
market at the time, Shaw decideéd 1o
test the waters with & productson
misdel, He added & few more sdeas 1o
the concept, tooled accordingly and as
part of a fooused marketing strategy ke
virfzally wnweiled it a1 Ehis yeads
Aystralian Marirse Iadusiry Federation
Awards in the "Day-B0al categary,
wheere 10 subsequently recened a
‘Commendation' award. it was lamnched
grbo the Australian marked n abyle
and iin the begk postibie way

Yarmaha Performance

Using the tried ard proven 3000 hudl,
albeit modifed signitucantly (o @llow it
to plane 81 $lower speeds Was a8 most
asiute move by Shaw as it afforded the
make the ultimate in efficience By that
| mean ke didnt need Do run huge
haorsepawer in arder fo Chieve his ibeal
of @ party cal vtk athtuce, that would
kamdle & good sea
performing well abowe the ‘norm” of

whilsE  sbill

eguivalent pontocn-ityle weiaels

The choden power vwas a pair of 1156p
Tamahy HA-stroke, im-line d=cylinger,
BOHE, 174%cc, FLUIGAET models
runming standard 17 piteh Yamaha 55
i=hlade propellers - the perlect package
for a hudl such as the Party Cat. Youw are
Going Lo be ol @l day, amd possihy all
werkend. s vou are gbing o wanl o
nawve economical enginet that will
glleviate the need o gack up hall-way

o II.I.i:r FI - -

Time

The Pontoon-style party boat
phenomenon is huge in America,
mainly due to the myriad of tradi-
tionally calmer inland waterways that
are 'kinder’ to the family who want to
take family and friends out for a fun
day on the water. The cylinder style
of longitudinal hull, the more cynical
would refer to it as a down-pipe with
the ends crimped over, with
associated handling qualities, does
however have quite dramatic
limitations when the seas roughen up,
for simply, they were not purpose-
designed to handle any kind of sea.
Sunshine Coast manufacturer
Powercat Marine liked the concept of
the boat however, and came up with
their perfect solution in the form of
the 7.6m Powercat Party Cat

ihroagh fhe weeiend

Tou also need the grunt fo geEt a
machine |
weith exse, arsd 1t g, ard cnce up on the
plane wou nEed ot o cruise along &t an
dyllic speed, without the noste of an
engine spoiling the odcasion |t & &
party baat after all, and ary engine
note would be most facky. and mong

GE Thes up and onio [he peang

mpartantly wou woulgn? want the
cmell of engime fumes walting Scross
the top of wour glass of Champers -
widld youl? I all instances the Tamaha
excelled - Tor it 'was 5 great package in
calm conditions, and even batter when
WwWe  roungded
sheltered marina, and nosed
Biteng J5-knat wend and chop
What chop, and what wind, one could
wiell have bBeen forgiven for asking at
the time, for the cat hull Kterally snoned
all the bumps out, even at the bop spetd
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Left: The Party
Cal has the
ahility fo caber
well Tar 3 full
camplement ol
12 peaple.




Top: Thare i$
even a bow
shower, 0 you
don’l cart sand
all throwph the
Boal.

Right: Plenty o
roam to simply
enjoy your day
an e wealer -
however you
see fill

af 36Amph (a1 the maxismsm GO mpm|

n quite diabolical estuany conditions
fnd the wind facior - thamks 10 3
decision by the awrers of this example
o fit an apteonal cxtra froal wWinosoreen
- there was pone. Mestled in behind this
windscreen, you were  completely
skeliered from the elements whalst
undEfway.

Let's Party

The mament we glided up onto OUF
sandy beach n paradise [the boal andy
draives J00emm), was the wery moment
the Party Cat came inlo its owm, for it
doesrl & 15 demonstrably-appicatle
name by accident; thene was ewerything
ahesnd this baat to enkance the ‘family

fur’ aspecl By apening the Eront screen
section and the ‘oowling door below it
the Fforedeck became 3 greal play-
grourd for the kids, diving off the bBoat
and swimmeng graurd, or in the ifrStamne
wiher we nudged wp onto the sheltered
beach, a great platfoem froem which 1o
easily alight. Ah, the kids had gone, arsd
with the designated skipper Suppird
aweary 0n his bemonade, fiar us it wis ko
3 ety glass of champers.

Sounds good ch, and we could just

Aabiralian Progpes| e

picture it happening. but for me there
wat wodk 1o be done - 50 much bo take
in on this Party Cat. Laid cut an one beg
long platform, as is typscal of this
concept of boat, it peowveded the base ot
what in effect was a caravan style al
aeaul. | should perhaps mention a1 this
stage when likerung i1 10 a camvan
pancept, thal although it was to all
imtents and purposes an ‘oper Doat to
siart with, you had the potenimal as
these pesple have done, to make it fully
enclosed.

The sofid and well-mounted hand-1op
ginerture, the 360-degree ‘clears’, and
the extended bimini aff the front of the
hard-1ap, completely sealed off the
expansive interior and provided fhe
perfect retreat for one, twa, Three days,
or even 3 week or two. The best pa
ahout i1 though, was wnlike 3 Caravan
that reeds b be 1owed everywhere, in
this instance we coukd hawe beft it abl
exactly as it was - the awning stll up
g simply motored off o ancther
idytlic spod

How Did They Get It Al In?
Bs moted, this coroopt started ol as
Shaw's dream foe his "perfect’ boat. and

JanuaryFebreary 3005

g% sgch aomme of the features are wery
pruies-orientated, oihers ane  WEry
practical, and still others are ExirEmely
innowatiee = a4 be set abowt fitting all
is ieas inta a 7.60m (25Ft] Boat. Lhe 3
cargvan buill on @ flat Base, you Gan
maximise spece by buildieg right anourd
the perimeter of the patfiorm, ending up
with good Aoor space for walking traffic,
plus all the furiture and Teatures thal
sort of ‘Aow’ into cach other

The boat is purposefully devided inta
two distinct anead, the kids' area at the
frant of the cockpitsaloon, and the
gdults’ back aft. Well thatl was obwoussy
the theosy for meal time at least, Tor up
farard an L-shaped lounge provded
seating &t the four-person [children's)
table. For sleeping purposes, amother
lounge opposite became the second
single berth &k night-time

The adults” lounge dawn the back was
certainky moee purpaseful, weating &l
least six adults in aksolute comfort
around the adequate-aire  table.
Bresented in French-stiteked hide loak-
alike vinyl, like the bow seating these
plush bounges gave the imteror & neas
lak of luawry, For sleeping purposed
this table dropped down Lo farm 3 huge
rear berthe I yoi wanied 10 5e8p mode
than four people, then  Diow-up
matiresses would be the order of the
day - blown up ufilising the ¥2-woll
cigareite lighter fitting on i dash
Cruiser-aonentated, this dash and helm
station was an  bsolufe QEm
Comgrehensive, and designed foe the
‘cruising’ skipper who may e at fhe
helm for a while, Peatufes imcluded
roanded sereen, game-style swivelling
armekalr, Seattar Bydraolic $U6ERing,
ipoits steering wheel, I7-meg radio,
Mawman Fish 4100 sounder, Clasion
sterenr, Yamaha bénnacle confrols. BEP
clreyit-breaker switch panels. cual
Yamaha instrumentatson, and Maceell
Freedam S00 anchos winch

But there was more, for this heim
modisle served 3 double purpose in Ehat
it was aka a step-down head. Lired,
amd complete with hamd-basin, side-
operang hatch, remoie showeer, MIFM,
exhaist fan, amd macerator head Lo
holding 1ank or dackide/overboard
pump-out facility, the ropm was also
home 1o the bow [30le Thal was
atachied by brackets, 1o the aft mnterior
wiall. “There i & home for everything,”
Shaw was heard to comment, “and
wou loak upwards you will see the ah
tabde amtackes by brackets, (o the sRSiGE
of the hardtop”™ Just shead of the helm
mpdule wat 3 side-opening entry dodr,
brilliant for Boarding, if you are ol &S
deft af foat as you uied (o be

Geowurmet Galley
el not exactly a gousmet galley, it
an obscencly well 4t up galley module




Powercat 7.60

Madel: Powercat Party
Cat 7.60

Price As Tested:  5113,068

ice 51d BMT:  SB9.200
Diesigrer: Perweercat Marine
Materil: Salid GRAP
Type: Deck-boal
LOA: 7.60m
Beam: 26m
Rear Deadrise: 2B degrees
Hull Configuration: Catamaran
Traderable Weight: 2150k approe.
Engine Capacity:  Twin 115hp
Power Options:  Quthaard anly
Fistl Capacity: Tiwim 100-litre
Maxirum Speed: 368 mph
Notakde Standard Equipment
Grab rails, bow and $tern bodnding,

dedune helm seat, baw and stem
lounges, cancealed anchor mounting,
electric head, remote shower, galley
module with esky, sink, 3-burmer
stowe and BEQL, B0 litres freshwater,
Motabile Options on Test Boat
Shore-power kit, batbery charger,
hardbop and bimini, clears, Mameell
winch, heat exchanger for hot water,
13/2400 | refragerabor, wanity ©
hand-basin, hard-top, full
windicreen, cockpét lights, full set of
camper covers, docking lights,

Erugines

bl Yamaha

hodel: FL 11BAET

Type: d=11roke

Désplacement: 1741 litres

Horsepower: 11Ehp

Oyl Type: Ia-hine 4-oylender

Max rpim: B0

Prapeller: 17° pitch 55
Yamaha 3-blade

Trailer

Wzl Sea Link

Model: Ery-launch

Bl tandem

Suspeniicn: leaf speings

Braked: Blectric Hydraulic

fallers: keel skids ard
rodlers

Std Bquip: subsmersible

lighits, wirch, jockey wheel

Boat Package Supplied by:

Powercat Marine, 14 Rosety R,

Cabootture, Qid 4510

Ph [07] 5428 0043,

Fax [O7) 5428 1444

Email:

sales(f powercatmarine com.au

Website:

WWVLDOWETCE Emarine.com.au

none the less Takeng phde of place o
this gafley was a generously lame .-
Burmer 5% gas stowe with incidentally, a
huge hot-plate that fitted micely o
the whole stove-top. to tramsfosm It
intg a 'beaut barbiel AS well, this
module featuned a Granitex bench-top.
a good-sized sink with hot and cold
water, & 55-hire n_-fnl]i:r.q'.n:.r_ a buslt=in
ek, & servenyg, plenty of cupboard
space, and a stainless steel rail that
completely surrounded the top of the
madule

While these main features wene greal,
wihat 1 Fesd most about the Party Cat
was the subtle inmovation that made
live-aboard Life thatl much Better, that
transhormeed of froem just anolher deck
bast’ into a real emtertainer and live-
abaard. User-friendly features like the
tabde mountings, the side-eniry G00e,
the bow and Hlefm boardeng features,
the concealed permanently mounisd
anchor so people don't stub their Boes,
the wimndscreen, the remote storage far
the gas bottle, BO litres of waler stofage
capacity, deck shower 3l ihe bow, Three
bBatteries, shoqe-power, battery changer,
the heaps of storage, and the puih-pit

Austratan Propeller

and pull-pit there Wefe S0 many
redeemang featunes aboul this boat
Coandlusion

The Powercat Party Cat 7,60 wad a real
boat, a boatl incsdenfally wath &n
ecemplary pedigree, foar i handied
sublimely well, learning inito a turn {a bi
af a nowelty for 8 cat) and cormening
well, Despite the obvious windage
potential it manoeusred well (Dwin
engines) = to me it was unparalleled in
the context of a deck-style craft
Lcensed to casry 12 people, it boasted a
stromg and rigid salid GRP hull, The
inmpyation was wiperh, 1he featunes and
fittings were of a high quality, and 1T was
preserited in an enbirely opulent fashion
o 35 10 unashamedly atiract the famaly
boater who has everything - eacepl a
party machine Fie thiv! In places live
Sydney Harbour, Gippsland Lakes, ke
Gold or Sunshine Coasts or even Port
Fhilip Basg, you wiosld get moere use and
pheasiude out of a boat W this, than if
wou oaned @ Full=bdown cruider. Swne it
will not appeal 19 a hege audience, but
those looking for this concept of boat
would struggle o find & mare practical
o yser-friendly exampie lll,"‘
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Above: The
cruiger
inflwence ks
obvious.

Lef: The 115hp
Yamahas are al
the ‘mazimam’
end of 1he
horsepower
range.




