This |s ot the first offering from PowerCat
Marine io grace the pages of Power Boat,
ansdl I'm certadn i won't be the last. Reseanch
and development |5 a big part of the calhere
at this Cabssalbiure, (ueensland, company
and the haoating fratermity conlimses o reap
the benefit of thelr expansion inbo the local
muarket.

Having reviewed several craft from the
Poraerlat stabils, aach belng extremely wedll
finislsed andd with greal performance. i came
as iy gurprise o find that the new ParyCal
760, with a lisf of [Eatures as bang &8 Your
arm and powered by twin 115 hp Yamaha 4
siroke outhoards, lhved up to my expecta
s

Any niothon should be guickly dispelled
that b boat's designation might make her
only & smocth water crutser in the manmer of
thaes pecand o Laosalts i starting to impact the
Australlan sheftered walers Boaling soeme.
The design of this big 25 loober ks such that
she can handle chop and swedl just as easily
as cruising canals and rivers, and do that
with up o 14 aboard in full party mode. Carl
Mowves, owmer of the PartyCat you sse here,
has taken his famdly offshore out from the
(5old Cowst for a day of whale watching to
show 1he ahilities of the cal deslgn.

There are a number of features that con-
tribuste fo the craft’s versatility. Lsealsle room
onhenard lorws from stem 80 sterm willi both
apace and seakeeping abibty enhanced iy a
penerous beam of some 26 metres and a
freesoard of 1.2 metres, These dimensions
coumbine with decp-ves hulls to provicde a soft
and very dry ride

From The Beach

Stepping aboard the Party Cat irom a beach
& dome via a orward boanding bsdder. The
craft can approach beaches with great ease
due to jts considerable length and very shal-
ke diraff of around 35 cm O the ralsesd Irodmt
dieck 15 8 comvenbent hot waber deck-wash to
clear anmd olf the clip infout carpet through a
comvenlent drain, A neat bow rall k= high
enough bo be useful bt nod 8o high &8 Do he
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POWER

With room for 14 to relax
and party, this PowerCat is
right at home on shelterea
waters but can also handle
not-so-smooth conditions
for attractive versatility in
its use, By Wayne Kampe

ImErusive

Entry o the [rond lounge is via a oking
gate and. once aboard, there are seating
oplions [ore and aff. To starboard of the
hoarding gate s a hatch Alloswing aOcess 1o
the huge anchor well, with the test cral
being serviced by an optional Maxowed] S8
winch

Unce through the lonsand deck-cum-swin-
plationm, there ks seating for up to five on the
lounges 1o each side of the Cal. The lounge
i port makes a good sired sun deck, whils
that fo starboard has a neal refurm (o gnee #
an overall L-ahape. A table fits Into the oo
ner b take sdvantage of the lounge s desigm
at meisal or snack thme

There is a massive amount ol storage
under the front lounges and dosn inko the
Iiills, amdl Large (&ms can e stovaed with
ease, The rigs lull lergth clears wens kept in
there and hardly dented the amount of spaece
availalle.

Alt af the starbpard lounge s a large
bl sidie consode that borms & man-bath-
rosamy comiplebe with electric marine tollet It
leatiifes A screened window 10 starboard, &
waah hasine hot/'cold shower, a ventilation
lamn plis Bl eadroom

Oppasite s the galley which, when not In
s, simply presents as a smooth section of
bench with a Granicote top. This very well
&) ol Work Afea holuses & -hurner gas
showe, a sink, a 60 litre fee box and a 55 Bire
1 EF240 st el ger aloss

Theere are several lange cupboards in the




THES PHOTD: The excelent fresigand and
wiile Eskam od e Partyiiat e immediatety
ehvacus and contribute fo space on baasd
plurs & ey ride.

SBOVE LEFT; Lounges arw o pither side al
the front of the PartyCal with carpet on the
sale ared pliush trim on tha saals and
Corckpit sites.

ABDYE: & shaliow dewhl and S forsmed
dieck-platorm and Boanding ladder make
BCOeES ashone very easy.



ABIVE: The galley i supsil for S sice of Dot
and cifers evergihing needed for emenaining and
e prEparatn.

ABOYVE RIGHT: The hedm positsan is well shaded by
Eue extenaive bardiop and s meatly kid ot with
space for gauges and eleciroticg.

RIGHT: Furtber seating artnsd the stem makes ah
sxcelient dingfia, 5hd convens to a double berth
for overnighding.

lovwer sesction of the unit including a dedi-
caled gas bottle storage cupboard with full
ventilation, The neat and close litting
Granicote bench tops hinge upwards rom
both slove and sink as required. | was
impressed with the custom made barbecus
plate Beting atop e stove

A zmall rail at the hack of the bench was a
meeat bt of work as well, and ensured that the
[bemns sored in the area would stay put whilst
cooking was in progress, Drink holders
abound in the kichen area with six located
within the benches

Neat Helm

The aft section of the showerTollel cDnsoke
wis st ashle for the crafl's instrument pone]
with & slide-acljustable helm seat directly
behind, This was a good arrangement in thal
thie consodes had several Hers with & compact
vet comprefienslve instrument panel and a
nil tinted windseresn

Dievwny e Ther there were insinaments to
monitor the twin Yamaha datrokes phus fuel
gauges within a neat moulding on the dash
face, and below that again was & Nanman
sounder, The latter was kecated centrally
below the other instruments with plenty ol
space avallable for more navigational alds 1o
e Bt A Nad area there sould be handy to
store the skipper's personal Rems.

Just Below the horkzontal area were the
Clarbon AM/FPM stereo and CT} player plus an
array ol water-prood swilches Lo control
everyihing from bead lights to deck Bghits. A
marine radio was set up b starisoard just
Frebirig thie swilch parnel
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The aports type whee linked to hoedranlic
steering and was centrally located with the
jorward controls lor the engines positioned
within a moulding beshde the skipper's right
hand, The swivelling helm seat had deep
padding, greal support and was of a decend
size with a handy drink holder.

A wery rigld, lined, moulded hardiop
extended from well forward of the galley to
well bevond the helm anea. 'With its massive
stainless stee] braces, the hardiop was
strong enogh bo walk on and has a small bt
pifective guard rall =o that sultable items
eonghd bee stored alodt i ecessnry

A large sheperson U-shaped rear loundge
has & table easily set up for on-board dining
or revelry. Stoned overhead in a irame within
the targa when not in use, the table poges
dhoram in seconds b set up on a pedestal hace
b Tl Ehe iuckoer, What's miore, ol th end of
the day it doubles a5 a base to allow the alt
ey cushibons o be repositioned tojorm a
good sized doubde bed. With the clears In
place, what better way to spend a night
adloal?

Another good touch was the location ol
the skipper's seat which could be swivelbed

g0 the occupant could enjoy some nilsbdies
on the run, or it could be used as additional
seating when it's time bo enjoy & meal

The transom area of the ParyCat B sl
put 1o best use and incorporaies a wide ai
swiim plationm with stainless steed grals rafls
and a generous boarding ladder, There's
hancly storage space lor fenders and the lie,
or i's large enough to hold some folding crab

pots!

Enthusiastic Performance
Rated for twin outboards Erom 60 1o 115 hap
each, the reviewed PartyCat sported twin
counter-rodating 115 hp Yamaha J-strokes
Turning 17 inch propeflers, the Yamahas
never really gave the impression of workiieg
hardl &t Ay stage of our best which was car-
rlestl it withidn the Souttpon Brosdwater.
Thee engines were super amooth amd wltra
gt in the best &-stroke tracditkon, amd the
PartyCat moved from displacement o plan-
ing mode without the slightest fuss. She
planed frecly at 18 kph and 25000 rpm, and
then erubsed very smoothly with virtually no
engine olse intruding whatsoever at 36 kph
il 3500 rpam. 4,500 rpan gave 48 kph on the




(GF% unit arsd & beiel burst ol full throttle
biroshit uge 5, 700 rpm and saw us humming
aloreg &t 67 kph. With theee aboard plus a full
fuel load of 300 Bires, that's very good jper-
formance

The twin hulls of the PartvCat 7.650 gave a
very amooth ride from deep 28 degres voe
seciions plus central planing planks and
ouber reversed clines alb. Even &l lall thinot-
thee, th= boat remalned totally urnhessesd whin
crossing the wash from several of the very
|I'|.|"g.I Crafl traversing the Brosdwaler during
our test runs. Entry through chop was
merely a lift of the bows with negligible
impact.

In best PowerCal style, the boat was
totally dry thanbioes bo Ehe comiination of the
1.2 metre frechoard, the very fine entry and

the manner in which the hulls’ design
pushed displaced water sway irom e oot
at speed. Unlike some cat designs, the
FartyLat was totally devodd of spray or mist
in the stern area at speed. During owr (ast
runs, all radls and fittings, even those in the
wicinity of the cuthboards, remainesd dry and
free of water,

All Rounder

It's ey to regand the PartyCat as much an
all round boat as & party cnatser, While that
is quilte correct, I°s not (o diminksh in any
way her rode as a boat set up to make on-
waler entertalnment as casy as possible
Certalnly, this well appointed and thought-
fully fnished cralt will do a sterlimg job of tak-
ing thirtesn bolk plus the skipper out lor fun

times. As well, a ||].1TII|:|.' Tean wihek wanis to
sperid 28 musch time as possible on the waler
with his wile and chilldren will find the cralt s
versat ity very bemping.

As owner Carl Noves put i, “To get this
amaunt of ving space in a boat an Uhe one
beveld, you nesd ta kook at a lorty footer, amd
mavhbe even Larger”, L
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Fillp eguaaped gabey

Powercal Maring has done it agaie! The eriginator of the PartyCat™ has redelined the
concepk o the perfarmance panison haat and propelied if Inlo e sexl gemeraison welh 1he

introduciion of the PartyCal™ T

B. A masierful blesd of wlra-elficiend cal hull technology

plus all e comborl amd reominess thal anly a PartyCal™ can deliver The PartyCat™ 7.6

hecomes (e wilimate form of tamily boaling for [he Penrect iMestyle experience.
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